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Elma School Students Help
Restore Vance Creek
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With the assistance of their teachers; Lonnie Crumley, a biological consultant to
the CBFTF; and Chanele Holbrook-Shaw, the Director of the Heernett Environmental Foundation and Vance Creek Riparian Project Manager, a large group of
students from the Elma School District provided helping hands by planting native vegetation along the banks of Vance Creek. These plantings will provide
shade to cool the water for salmon during times of high temperatures, which
presently deter salmon from entering the creek. The plants will also provide
bank stabilization, and habitat for indigenous animals, while also providing a
barrier to keep farm animals away from the creek.
Funded by the SRFB, this project provides 12,500 feet of fencing and 16,000
feet of riparian planting to improve fish
habitat in Vance Creek, a tributary to the
Chehalis River. The creek is 8.6 miles
long with 6 miles of documented salmonid spawning and rearing habitat.
With the help of volunteer and student
labor from the Elma School District and
the support of the Chehalis Basin Education Consortium, the lower portion of the
stream will be replanted and fences installed to exclude livestock.
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multidisciplinary curriculum that has
given students a hands on opportunity to
take part in an effort that will allow them to develop leadership, research, planning, outreach, and organizing skills.
As part of phase one of this project, the students arrived to the project location
by bus in late February. “Besides the pouring rain, and everyone being soaked
to the bone within fifteen minutes of getting off the bus - the kids appeared to be
very prepared with knowledge about fish habitat, ecosystem function, and how
to plant trees properly,” said Chanele Holbrook-Shaw, Vance Creek Riparian
Project Manager, “Even though we were all cold and wet, the kids were really
good about making sure the trees were planted properly and that they all made it
in the ground. The parents were great helpers as well. They helped the kids dig
in the difficult spots and assisted with getting the trees in correctly. We were
done planting about 400 trees in 3 1/2 hours. That's pretty impressive.”
In conjunction with this project, the CBFTF is also sponsoring a barrier removal
on Vance Creek that will aid in complete restoration of this (continued on p. 2)

CBFTF Members
Bob Balcombe
Boat Seafoods
Lloyd Case
Chehalis Tribe
Dennis Company
Elma Game Club
Friends of the Chehalis

M

embership is vital to the ongoing work of the
Task Force. Invite a friend to join you with our

efforts for producing salmon for sport and commercial
fisheries; enhancing Steelhead and Cutthroat trout resources; and restoring, enhancing and protecting stream

habitat critical to these anadromous species. Please pass this monthly newsletter on to someone who may be interested...

Grays Harbor Council of Governments

Membership Form

Grays Harbor County
Grays Harbor Gillnetters

Name:

Grays Harbor Trout Unlimited
Green Diamond Resource Co.

Address:

Dave Hamilton
Heernet Environmental Foundation

City, State, Zip:

Lakeside Industries
Livingston Boats, Inc.

Phone:

Long Live the Kings
Port of Grays Harbor

How do I Become a
Member?

E-mail:

Silver Membership

$15

King Membership

$30

Associate Enhancer

$60

Patron Enhancer

$100

Golden Enhancer

$500

Business Membership

$200

Corporate Membership

$500

Steve Berggren
TransAlta Centralia Mining, LLC

Organization:

Membership is:

Individual

Organizational

Valentine Enterprises
Vaughan Co., Inc.

Amount Enclosed:

Washington Trollers
Westport Charterboat
Weyerhaeuser

Please make checks payable to: Chehalis Basin Fisheries Task Force,
115 S Wooding Street, Aberdeen, WA 98520, Phone/Fax: 360-533-1766, E-mail: cbftf@reachone.com

Elma School Students Help Restore Vance Creek (continued)
creek by replacing an undersized culvert with a bridge donated by Grays Harbor County.
The Vance Creek Fish Barrier
Culvert Correction, funded by
the Community Salmon Fund,
also partners with the
EGHLOC.
The replacement of this culvert
with a bridge will allow the 13
foot wide stream to function
normally without restrictions.
Phase one of this project has
already begun, with the surveying and drawings completed
under the direction of Lonnie
Crumley and the students.
This map illustrates the Vance Creek Riparian Planting Project and Fish Barrier CulSoon the students will begin
vert Correction Project. The red lines designate planting areas, and the green star
staking out the location for the represents location of the undersized culvert that will be replaced with the bridge.
footings based off of these
drawings. Once the installation of the bridge is completed, the students will monitor the bridge through the
first winter to insure proper function and fish passage.
At a cost of $93,841 for both projects, $46,580 were leveraged through volunteerism and donated materials.

